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Christmas Market

Head to Castle Street on Sunday 11 December for 
Farnham’s traditional Christmas Market. Over 150 stalls 
are expected to take over the town centre, spreading 
into The Borough, the Ivy Lane Club and the Bush 
Hotel Courtyard.

The market is perfect for picking up unusual and locally 
made gifts as well as crafts, Christmas decorations and 
seasonal homewares. There will be plenty of food and 
drink stalls, selling refreshments to enjoy on-the-hoof, 
gourmet products for gifts or to enjoy at home over the 
festive season.

More than just a market, the event is a family day out 
that for many marks the beginning of their Christmas 
celebrations. Alongside the stalls there will be live 
music, street entertainers, mini fairground rides and 
a live nativity featuring Mary, Joseph, sheep, goats and 
a donkey. Children will also have the chance to meet 
Father Christmas at Santa’s Grotto.

Many of the town’s regular retailers will be open for 
the day too. The market opens from 10am and closes 
around 4pm.

Roads will be pedestrianised for the 
day; details of road closures will be 
publicised ahead of time along with 
details about the free shuttle bus 
service which will be available to 
take people to and from the market. 
Farnham Town Council organises 
the market with kind support from 
sponsors which this year include Swish 
Fibre and Farnham Veterinary Hospital.

Farmers’ Market

December’s Farmers' Market coincides with the 
Christmas Market, taking place on 11 December from 
10am to 1.30pm in Central car park. Farnham town 
centre and the markets are expected to be busy so 
allow plenty of time to enjoy your shopping trip.

All the regular fresh produce will be available but traders 
will also have the best of their Christmas items too, 
such as Christmas puddings, specialist cheeses, beers, 
wines and spirits, home made crafts such as Christmas 
wreaths and decorations. 

Stallholders for December include fruit and vegetables, 
baked goods, cheese, eggs and dairy products, drinks 
(including alcoholic drinks, alcohol-free alternatives and 
juices), artisan coffee and tea, cereals and homewares. 
There are also traders specialising in preserves, sauces 
and condiments – and even plants.
 
Pre-ordered turkeys and other meat, poultry and 
fish orders will be ready for collection. Butchers and 
fishmongers will also have produce available to purchase 
on the day.

The December market is always held slightly earlier than 
its regular slot of the fourth Sunday to enable shoppers 
to buy much of their Christmas groceries from the 
producers. 
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Nominate an unsung hero

Nominations are still open for the Services to Farnham 
awards. The awards are run each year by Farnham Town 
Council to enable the local community to say thank 
you to hard working volunteers and people who go the 
extra mile to help others. The deadline for nominations 
is 5pm, 5 December 2022.

The awards are given to people who give up their time 
to provide an outstanding or crucial service to the 
community. Award winners are each given a medal at a 
ceremony in February. The medals are kindly sponsored 
by the Tindle News Group.

To nominate a local person who you think deserves 
recognition, complete the form via the council’s 
website (www.farnham.gov.uk/servicestofarnham or 
request a form from Farnham Town Council on 01252 
712667). Nominations can be made by individuals or 
organisations but must include the reasons for the 
nomination and details of a seconder. 

After the closing date, a judging panel will assess all 
nominations and propose the winning selection to the 
Full Council meeting in January. Winners will be invited 
to attend the awards ceremony to receive their medal 
from the Mayor.

Last year nine people received Services to Farnham 
awards. Previous winners include people who have 
contributed to preserving local history, provided caring, 
family and young people’s support, local fundraisers, 
people involved in the local sporting and arts 
communities and those who help vulnerable people.    

Grants for community organisations
The deadline to apply for a community grant is 7 
December 2022. A separate fund, the South Street 
Trust, is also inviting applications. Information and 
application forms for both funds is available at www.
farnham.gov.uk/grants. 

Community grants: Applications for up to £2,000 for 
projects or work that supports the local community 
will be considered. Applicants will need to demonstrate 
how the work promotes community life for residents 
of Farnham or its surrounding villages, or the local 
environment.

Previous successful 
applications have been 
for projects such as 
improvements to 
community buildings, 
cultural, arts and heritage 
activities, leisure, sport 
and play facilities, 
community transport, 
projects for young 
people, older people or 
people with disabilities 
and environmental 
sustainability projects. 

Grants are decided by Full Council in February/March 
and payments are made by May.

South Street Trust: The South Street Trust provides 
funding for art-based educational activities. 

Grants are specifically for visual arts such as painting, 
sculpture, photography, textiles etc in Farnham and its 
villages (although visual arts projects for performing arts 
organisations may be considered).

To apply, complete the online form on Farnham Town 
Council’s website, giving details of the project and 
its benefits, the costs and key dates. The deadline 
for applications is 4 January. Members of the council 
consider all applications in the spring and pay successful 
recipients by May.

Around 25 grants are made each year. Successful 
applications include a project to run clay exploration 
activities for children and commissioning an artist to 
work with local schools.    
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Music in the Vineyard is back

Free live concerts in the Vineyard Church are back from 
29 January.

From January to March, Music in the Vineyard will take 
place from 3-5pm in the Vineyard Centre, Union Road, 
Farnham. Concerts take place on the last Sunday of 
the month and are free to attend. A different artist is 
featured at each show and the final performance will 
be in March. The council organises the concerts to help 
banish the winter blues and provide a warm, welcoming 
opportunity to mix with other people. 

Members of the audience can bring their own indoor 
picnic or purchase from the refreshments stall which 
is run by a different local charity each time. The stall 
includes hot and cold drinks, homemade cakes and 
wholesome snacks.  

Booking is not required, simply turn up and enjoy the 
music!

Could you stand as a town councillor?
Next May sees elections for Farnham Town Council - 
could you represent your local area? Can you think of 
someone you know who would do a good job? 

Democracy works well when local councils are made 
up of a range of people who care about where they 
live, are able to make sound decisions about local issues 
and who are prepared to represent community views 
on services. Fresh ideas, perspectives and a range of 
experiences are vital too. 

Being a councillor certainly requires time and 
commitment – for example to make sure you can 
attend a minimum number of council meetings, to meet 

members of the community and to absorb information 
about local issues – but it is enormously rewarding and 
worthwhile too. 

There are no special qualifications or expertise needed 
to be a councillor. Councillors bring their own life 
experience and learn new skills on-the-job. The Town 
Council provides resources to help councillors to fulfil 
their roles. 

Farnham Town Council has 18 councillors who together 
represent nine wards. The council’s website has a page 
dedicated to democracy in Farnham which explains 
more about the role and includes useful links to more 
information, including stories from other people 
who chose to be town or parish councillors in their 
communities. 

If you or someone you know might be interested in 
standing as a town councillor, contact the Town Clerk 
for an informal chat to find out more about the process.    

Farnham gets gold in Britain in Bloom
In October, Farnham Town Council 
attended the prestigious Britain in Bloom 
awards and was thrilled to receive a gold 
medal in the large town category. This is 
the third consecutive time that Farnham 
has won gold in the national competition. 

Farnham was one of eight towns shortlisted in the large 
town category for Britain in Bloom and one of four to 
get gold. The shortlist included towns in counties from 
as far south as Somerset to Cumbria in the north.

Among this year’s highlights for Farnham are the planting 
of 170 trees (with 300 more scheduled by the end of 
the year), extension of 12 wildflower areas, horticultural 
workshops for secondary schools, support for over 50 
community groups and participation of 11 local schools. 

The organisers estimate that there were over 28,000 
hours of volunteer activity dedicated to this year’s 
competition entry. Although the biggest visual impact of 
Farnham in Bloom can be seen in the summer months, 
there are activities across the whole year with lots of 
volunteering opportunities in spring and autumn.
If you would like to get involved in Farnham in Bloom 
and are interested in finding out more about how to 
volunteer, please email bloom@farnham.gov.uk.


