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Farnham Food and Drink Festival returns
Sunday 26 September

Farnham will celebrate the town’s love of locally 
produced food and drink and culinary delights from 
further afield at this year’s Food and Drink Festival. 

Selecting the best
Farnham Town Council has selected the cream of 
local producers to bring high quality food and drink 
to Farnham’s foodies. The fair promises to wow food 
lovers, inspire home cooks and impress connoisseurs of 
locally produced refreshments.

Hot competition
Brand new for 2021 is the Chilli Eating Competition 
where the bravest spice lovers will compete to find out 
which Farnham foodie can keep their cool in the face of 
hot competition. 

Fresh food and fresh air
Castle Street will provide a relaxed and welcoming 
outdoor venue for the fair. Visit www.farnham.gov.uk for 
full details about how to get the most from your visit. 

Getting to the Food Fair

Parking
Free parking will be available in all Waverley pay and 
display car parks. 

Cycle
Cycle racks can be found at:
• Lower Hart car park, near the supermarket
• Farnham Library
• Waggon Yard car park
• Central car park

• Farnham Leisure Centre
• Farnham Town Council in South Street
• Railway station

Bus
The Sunday service covers parts of Farnham. Plan ahead by 
viewing the timetable at www.farnham.gov.uk/food-festival. 

Make a day of it
What better way to end the day than a refreshing 
drink or sit-down meal at one of Farnham’s pubs, cafes 
or restaurants. Shoppers are spoilt for choice when it 
comes to independent shops and high street names so 
why not treat yourself to some retail therapy with the 
full Farnham shopping experience. With West Street, 
The Borough, East Street, Cambridge Place, Downing 
Street and South Street just strolling distance from 
Castle Street, Farnham’s shopkeepers - renowned for 
their excellent customer service - promise a warm 
welcome. 

Sponsored by…
The Food and Drink Festival is sponsored by Farnham 
Veterinary Hospital who are a Gold sponsor. 

A bloomin’ great show
This year’s Farnham in Bloom has 
once again inspired volunteers and 
captured the enthusiasm of local 
businesses to create a fabulous 
display of flowers, edible produce 
and wildlife-friendly planting 
schemes across the town and 
nearby villages.

Throughout 2021, Farnham Town Council adapted its 
plans around evolving COVID restrictions, resulting in 
the town centre, cemeteries and parks bursting with 
bright, colourful and uplifting displays that enabled 
shoppers, visitors and residents to enjoy the outdoors.

Led by this year’s principal sponsor, The Patio Black 
Spot Removal Company Ltd, dozens of local businesses 
assisted Farnham in Bloom with financial and in-kind 
support. After yet another tough year for local business, 
Farnham Town Council is particularly grateful to the 
business community for their contribution.

Among the highlights for 2021 are hundreds of 
individually planted hanging baskets, an acre of 
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wildflower planting and an ambitious tree planting 
scheme - leaving a legacy for future years.

Watch the Farnham in Bloom video at www.farnham.
gov.uk to find out more about how the community 
pulled together to make 2021 a bloomin’ success. 

Love crafting? Love October
Once again October is Craft Month, celebrating the 
popularity of an enormous range of craft and creative 
activities, from pottery to printmaking, crocheting to 
cake decorating and knitting to needlework.

As craft-based hobbies continue to be popular 
with all ages, particularly in Farnham - which has a 
rich heritage in the arts and crafts and was named 
England’s first World Craft City in 2020 – October 
Craft Month will feature opportunities to learn new 
crafts and develop existing skills, promote crafts with 
demonstrations and for crafters to meet others with 
similar interests. 

Check www.farnhamcrafttown.com for details.

Allotment Show
The Allotment Show will 
take place at Gostrey 
Meadow on Sunday 5 
September from 1-3.30pm. 
The show coincides with 
the summer’s final Music 
in the Meadow which will 
feature music by Alder 
Valley Brass Band. 

With interest in allotments 
continuing to grow over 
the past year, Farnham 
Town Council anticipates 
plenty of competition and 
hopes to see entries from 
new participants. There 
are numerous categories to 
enter, suitable for serious 
and novice gardeners alike. 

To find out more, please email bloom@farnham.gov.uk.

Winners of the Allotment Show and the Secret Gardens 
competition will be announced at 3pm. 

Farnham Town Council’s Annual 
Review of 2020/21

The Mayor of Farnham 2020/21
The Mayoral changeover was scheduled to happen in 
May 2020, but the normal ceremonial Mayor-making 
Council meeting was postponed because of the 
restrictions which were in place to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. Instead, councillors held an online council 
meeting and agreed to ask the current Mayor Councillor 
Pat Evans and Deputy Mayor Councillor Alan Earwaker 
to continue in their roles until May 2021. 

The Mayor and Deputy Mayor worked closed with the 
Leader of the Council and the Town Clerk in guiding the 
Council’s response to the pandemic. 

How Farnham Town Council made a 
difference in 2020/21

As a result of the COVID pandemic bringing restrictions 
from March 2020, the emphasis of the Town Council in 
2020/21 was focused on working with partners to help 
the local community in responding to the pandemic. 

Response to the pandemic
In the week following the government’s decision to 
fight the spread of COVID-19 by putting the country 
into lockdown one, an immense amount of work was 
undertaken to ensure Farnham’s most vulnerable were 
looked after. 

The Farnham COVID-19 Coordinating Group was 
formed by Farnham Town Council and the Farnham 
Maltings and other community organisations. By pooling 
resources and knowledge, Farnham responded to the 
needs of the community. 

One of the first initiatives included setting up a helpline 
to coordinate requests for help and offers to volunteer. 
In April 2020, Farnham Town Council was pleased 
to provide Farnham Hospital with the expertise and 
equipment they needed to build a new, temporary 
assessment centre. The Council also helped with the 
logistics of setting up a vaccination centre supported by 
an army of volunteers.  

The Farnham Coronavirus Support Fund started 
with an initial £30,000 from a number of community 
organisations including Farnham Town Council. A target 
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was set to raise a further 
£20,000 and this was soon 
achieved. The fund is a lifeline 
for people who are finding it 
difficult to make ends meet 
because of the virus. Grants 
of up to £300 are available.  

Other community initiatives 
have included the Farnham Neighbours’ Network which 
aims to coordinate offers of help with those who need 
it and Share Farnham which provided activities for 
people to do during lockdown.

Farnham Town Council backed projects to support local 
businesses and retailers. WeAreFarnham is an online 
transactional website for retailers that costs a fraction 
of the price of other online options. 

At WeAreFarnham.co.uk, 
shoppers can browse 
retailers, cafes and other 
services and then order, pay 
and arrange collection or 
delivery of their goods.  

The Council worked 
alongside VirtualFarnham.
co.uk with their online 
map bringing shoppers and 
retailers together by giving 
information about which 

businesses are open, how they are operating and virtual 
tours of their store. 

Services
In addition to responding to the pandemic, Farnham 
Town Council continued to provide a range of services 
which aim to not only fulfil a statutory requirement but 
also to improve residents’ quality of life and wellbeing 
and support economic development.

Community Enhancement
The 2020 work plan was very much focused on 
celebrating 30 years of Farnham in Bloom but with the 
arrival of COVID-19, it soon became clear that much of 
what had been planned would have to be rethought. 
The programme of activities was adapted so that the 
community could still get involved from home or at 
their allotment. Events included a children’s challenge to 

build a Lego garden as well as the annual Secret Gardens 
and allotment competitions and a commemorative VE 
Day arts and crafts activity.

Despite the challenges presented by the pandemic, the 
outside workforce and amazing volunteers worked extra 
hard to bring floral cheer with 200 hanging baskets and 
planters around Farnham and the surrounding villages. 
The team also planted up 40 new planters to enhance 
a town centre pavement widening scheme which was 
designed to enable social distancing.

Although local schools were closed to most pupils, 11 
schools still took part in the hanging basket competition 
which involved staff and key worker children. As an 
alternative to the Greenhouse Open Day, a Zoom event 
was held so viewers could see and be inspired by the 
vast array of plants being grown in the Town Council’s 
greenhouses. 

Ambitious plans to improve Gostrey Meadow, 
Batting’s Garden, Riverside Home Park, the Haren 
Garden and the Evelyn Borelli Garden began to be 
implemented in 2020. Farnham Town Council took over 
the management of the open spaces from Waverley 
Borough Council in 2019. Volunteers are being sought 
to help with projects. 

The Lion & Lamb Yard is a popular, traffic-free area for 
shoppers. Farnham Town Council is now responsible for 
managing the yard’s floral displays and has added and 
planted new tubs and hanging baskets to complement 
the planting in the town.  

Despite the challenges of 2020, continued loyal support 
from sponsors, volunteers and residents enabled Farnham 
in Bloom to bring joy joy to many people and to maintain 
its winning streak at South & South East in Bloom. In its 
thirtieth year, the Farnham in Bloom family was delighted 
to be awarded Gold in the Large Town category, Gold 
in the Town Centre category, Gold for Badshot Lea 
Cemetery and Gold for Gostrey Meadow. Farnham also 
received Silver Gilt for West Street Cemetery and, the 
Victoria Garden and space2grow won Outstanding in the 
It’s Your Neighbourhood category. 

Allotments
Many allotment holders enjoyed a sense of purpose and 
solace from tending their plots during the pandemic. 
There is a strong sense of community at the allotments, 
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and this was further 
strengthened in 2020 by 
activities such as a scarecrow 
competition and a socially 
distanced plant and seed 
swap.

Farnham Town Council lets plots on its eight allotments 
to over 200 people. 

Allotment holders get to show the fruits of their labour 
at the annual Allotment Show. 

All allotment tenants can take part in a series of events 
to share tips and experiences. They also receive a 
quarterly newsletter to inform them about what is 
happening at the sites and about other news from 
Farnham Town Council.  

Cemeteries
Farnham Town Council is committed to an ongoing 
programme of maintenance and improvements at its 
four cemeteries. This included memorial safety testing 
in all cemeteries which is something that happens on a 
regular basis. 

Wildflower meadows were extended at West Street, 
Badshot Lea and Green Lane Cemeteries.

Farnham Town Council has set up the Friends of West 
Street Cemetery and is encouraging volunteers to get 
involved and further improve the space. 

Efforts to improve the year-on-year management of the 
cemeteries were recognised by the South and South 
East in Bloom judges. Badshot Lea cemetery won gold 
in the Small Cemetery category and West Street won 
silver gilt in the Large Cemetery category. 

Climate change
Councillors showed their commitment to reducing 
carbon emissions at a local level by declaring a climate 
emergency and pledging their aim to become a carbon 
neutral council by 2030.

Farnham Town Council has already implemented a 
number of changes including a reduction in the use 
of single use plastic and purchasing new vehicles and 
equipment which run on compressed natural gas (CNG) 
or electricity rather than petrol or diesel.

The Farnham in Bloom team continue to plant using 
peat free compost and projects such as the planting of 
wildflower meadows help to improve bio-diversity. 
The Council has also introduced a Cycle to Work 
scheme for staff.

Civic and commemorative events
The Mayor of Farnham joined 
the nation in honouring 
heroes past and present on 
VE Day 75. The Mayor paused 
for a two-minute moment of 
reflection and remembrance 
and raised a glass in a national 
toast. 

Tributes continued in June at the annual armed forces 
flag-raising ceremony. Although the event had to be lower 
key than in previous years, the Mayor was joined by a 
representative of the Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment. 

In November, the Mayor 
welcomed children from six 
local schools for a special 
remembrance service with 
the Royal British Legion. 
This was followed two 
days later with the annual 
Remembrance Sunday Service 
and parade. The service was 

broadcast live so that residents could be involved and 
watch safely from home. 

The Mayor’s Civic Christmas Carol Service was pre-
recorded so that people could watch it from home. This 
made the service more accessible and meant a greater 
number of people could enjoy a performance of carols 
by the internationally acclaimed Farnham Youth Choir. 

One of the most humbling occasions of the civic year is 
the Services to Farnham Awards. The awards are made 
to recognise Farnham’s unsung heroes. 

Communication
Social media continues to be a popular method for 
people to engage with Farnham Town Council. Around 
4,000 follow the Council’s Facebook page and over 
4,100 follow @FarnhamOfficial on Twitter. Farnham 
in Bloom has several hundred followers on its new 
Instagram page. 
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Traditional methods of communication continue to 
play an important role in the sharing information. Press 
releases are regularly issued to the local media. They are 
also published on Farnham Town Council’s website and 
shared on social media.

Farnham Town Council publishes a regular newsletter 
in VantagePoint magazine which is distributed to every 
home in Farnham. This regular communication into 
people’s homes aims to keep residents informed about 
Council business. 

Councillors attend every Farnham Town Council 
event and respond to enquiries from the public at the 
information tent. This face-to-face contact provides 
invaluable feedback on Farnham Town Council services 
and matters relating specifically to living in Farnham.
The Mayor’s coffee mornings give residents the chance 
to air issues that they may not have otherwise raised 
and provide councillors with insight from people living in 
their wards. 

The council’s regular enewsletter continues to be 
popular and has a higher than average open rate. 
A 36-page guide was posted to every resident in 
Farnham in early March. The residents’ guide included a 
mix of practical information aimed at helping residents 
access and enjoy all that Farnham has to offer. The 
cost of producing the guide was mostly covered by the 
income from advertising revenue. 

Tourism and events
Rather than cancel the year’s events programme, 
Farnham Town Council rose to the challenge of finding 
new and creative ways to hold events in a COVID-
secure way. 

As a supplier of food, the Farmers’ Market was classed 
as an essential service and was one of the first events to 
make a comeback. 

Music in the Meadow 
received a warm welcome 
when it returned in August. 

Farnham became the first 
town in England and only 
the third region in Europe 
to be awarded ‘World 
Craft City’ status in 2020. 

This prestigious accolade was a cause for celebration 
during October Craft Month which included a full 
programme of activities for residents to enjoy. Several 
events took place online or outside and included 
workshops on jewellery making, photography and 
knitting afternoons. 

To conclude October Craft Month, Farnham Town 
Council arranged for its first art and design-led craft 
market to be held in West Street.

In October and December, Farnham Town Council 
arranged for two interactive walking trails for families. Ten 
vinyl window monsters were placed around Farnham for 
families to hunt down. Once found, families scanned the 
monster’s unique QR code and watched as the monster 
came to life in an animation on their smartphone.
Farnham’s Christmas countdown began in November 
with the switching on of the Christmas lights. 
As an alternative to the traditional switch-on 
ceremony, Farnham was connected by eight beams 
of light sweeping across the sky above Badshot Lea, 
Weybourne, Upper Hale, Rowledge, Wrecclesham, The 
Bourne, Farnham Castle and Central Farnham. 

Farnham Infrastructure Programme
Farnham, Waverley and Surrey Councils and Jeremy 
Hunt MP are working together to transform travel in 
and around Farnham. This is known as the Farnham 
Infrastructure Programme. 

The programme will see significant infrastructure 
investment for the town centre, the major roads that go 
through Farnham and the surrounding neighbourhoods. 
This is a long term project and key aims include cutting 
congestion and improving air quality in and around the 
town.

Residents have been involved in giving their views 
through 13 initial Local Liaison Forums and a 
wider survey. Online public meetings provided an 
opportunity for participants to catch up on progress 
and to comment on projects and these will continue 
throughout 2021/22. 

Supporting local causes

Community grants
The community grant initiative is accessible to not-for-
profit organisations that are seeking funding for projects 
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that enhance the environment and/or community life 
for residents in Farnham and its surrounding villages. In 
2020/21, Farnham Town Council supported more than 
25 applications and awarded over £67,000.

South Street Trust
A further sum totalling nearly £20,000 is available 
from the South Street Trust of which Farnham Town 
Council is the trustee. This money is for art-based 
educational activities and enabled 14 projects to 
happen in 2020/21. 

Planning 

Neighbourhood Plan
An early review of the fi rst Neighbourhood Plan, which 
was adopted in 2017 was triggered by a requirement 
to accommodate more homes. The amended 
Neighbourhood Plan went to local referendum on 12 
March 2020. Of those who voted, 95.5% said they 
wanted Waverley Borough Council to use the Plan to 
help decide planning applications in the Farnham area.

This reaffi  rmation by the people of Farnham triggered 
the long-awaited requirement for Waverley Borough 
Council to adopt the Plan and means the Plan can play 
an infl uential role in deciding planning applications in the 
Farnham neighbourhood.

Farnham Town Council is believed to be only the 
third council in the country to have taken a second 
neighbourhood plan through a referendum.

Finances

During 2020/21, the Council ended the year with a 
surplus of £64,120. This was as a result of reduced 
activity and coronavirus support grants and was the 
amount left after income for specifi c purposes such 
as Community Infrastructure Levy and Community 
Support Grants was earmarked. The surplus has been 
added to reserves to undertake capital projects and 

other priorities. Full details were presented to the 
Council in April 2021.  

Setting the council tax
Farnham Town Council is one of the largest town 
councils in the country. This means it is in a good 
position to provide the services that aff ect residents’ 
quality of life and wellbeing yet still be able to off er 
extremely good value for money with the Band D 
council tax rate well below the national average. 

In planning for 2021/22, Farnham Town Council set 
a lower budget for the year of £1,399,850 but with 
reduced income and council tax collection rates, this 
led to a small increase in the town council’s share of the 
council tax of just over two pence per week. People 
living in a Band D equivalent property will contribute 
£67.37 per year. The remainder of the budget is 
generated by sponsorship and income from events and 
services.

How your money is spent:  

Please contact us if you would like a large print version 
of this chart.


