
the Early Modern period? 
There are many exciting and significant events in 16th, 17th and 
early 18th century Britain – the Reformation, the Great Fire of 
London, the Civil War – making them important topics to cover 
in the National Curriculum for History. Many of the themes 
covered are complex, as are some of the key players (Protestant 
versus Catholic, Roundheads versus Cavaliers, etc). However, 
with religion, politics and education all relatable to current    
issues, looking at key events early on can help set the scene for 
children and develop their chronological understanding of    
British history, while at the same time introduce topics which 
they will look at in more depth later in their education (Key 
Stage 3). Depending on the activities chosen, lessons can also 
easily tie into Art, Drama and English work.  

Suggested sources (a good internet search will result in more!) 
Historic England’s educational resources - historicengland.org.uk/ 

     services-skills/education (includes teaching activities and classroom  
     resources, such as an immersive interactive timeline) 

BBC Hands on history - www.bbc.co.uk/history/handsonhistory/  

British Library - www.bl.uk/the-middle-ages/teaching-resources  

The National Archives - www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-   

     and-resources/  
Historic Royal Palaces - www.hrp.org.uk/schools/learning-resources/  

Young Archaeologists’ Club - www.yac-uk.org 

Local loans boxes are also available from the Museum, Surrey 
Archaeological Society and Surrey County Archaeological Unit  

 

Want to learn about  Find out more about Farnham’s unique past 

The Museum of Farnham is an accredited and award-
winning museum situated within the Georgian Grade 
I-listed Willmer House. Within its local studies library 
and stores it holds the largest collection of archives 
from the area, and it runs temporary exhibitions and 
events throughout the year, including the regular  
lecture series organised by the Museum Society. 

www.farnhammaltings.com/museum 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Much of what we know about Farnham’s early past 
comes from the work of local archaeologists in the 
Surrey Archaeological Society, who run fieldwork and 
heritage outreach projects in the Farnham area,     
including the community dig Finding Farnham. 

www.surreyarchaeology.org.uk 

Early Modern 

Farnham 

Clothmaking & Trading 

Watercolour of Farnham’s market house by John Holland © Surrey History Centre 
(Reproduced by permission of SHC) (left), and 40 The Borough – formerly the 
Goat’s Head – in Farnham, which is thought to be the home of a cloth merchant 
and has had its rear range dendro-dated to 1452 (right)   

With its location on the road from Winchester to London – 
and a halfway point between the fields of Hampshire and 
Sussex and the capital – Farnham’s designation as an      
important meeting place made merchanting essential to the 
town’s prosperity. Although little remains now to attest to 
it, the market house which was built in 1566 once stood at 
the bottom of Castle Street and served an integral role in 
the town’s business as a place where burgesses and bailiffs 
could meet. These circumstances also contributed to its 
fame for clothmaking in the 16th and 17th centuries, an 
industry which had thrived under the lay-brothers and their 
flocks at Waverley, and flourished further under the town’s 
clothiers and cloth merchants.     

 

 

Water-power was important to the clothmaking trade for 
operating the fulling mills and processing the heavy cloth, 
which was undertaken by scouring it to remove dirt and oil 
and then pounding the cloth to cause it to shrink and   
thicken. The wealthier men in the trade were clothiers, 
many of whom were involved in farming 
and kept their own sheep, and in many 

cases the clothmaking 
was undertaken from the 
homes of the weavers 
themselves. 

 

Hidden Heritage 
 

 A local archaeological & heritage     

  guide to Farnham’s buried past 

For more information, images and pdfs of leaflets visit 
www.farnham.gov.uk/hiddenheritage 

 

 

 
Published by Farnham Town Council                                                       

and devised and designed by Anne Sassin © 2019  
 

farnhamofficial 

Activity ideas: 

AD 1485 - AD 1750 

The Early Modern era is generally seen as the 16th, 17th and 
first half of the 18th century, or the transitional period from 
the end of the Middle Ages to the Age of Industrialisation. 

The medieval period officially came to an end with the Battle 
of Bosworth in 1485, and Henry VII soon laid the grounds of 
the powerful Tudor State. His son, Henry VIII, had a        
particularly significant impact on the countryside through his 
break with Rome, which led to the dissolution of the       
monasteries. Great houses such as Waverley Abbey had their 
stones removed and used for the building of the new great 
country manors as at Loseley, just part of the subsequent 
building of the county’s grand houses and gardens. Towns 
during this period also flourished, with houses and shops 
springing up – as well as markets – in addition to the thriving 
industries in the countryside. 

The Stuart period began with James I’s accession and covers 
such events as the gunpowder plot, religious feuding, the 
Whig Supremacy, and the Civil Wars (1642-49) with local  
battles which included Alton, Cheriton and of course       
Farnham. This was a time when the population rise in London 
– almost double to that of the Tudor period – led to a surge in         
agricultural production, as well as industries such as pottery 
production and stone quarrying. The Civil War also led to a 
change in the castle landscape – with ones such as Reigate 
pulled down, while others such as Farnham played key roles  
in battle as Parliamentarian fortresses – and the required gun-
powder resulted in powder mills such as Chilworth near 
Guildford beginning their monopoly on its manufacturing. 

Middle Bronze Age Jacobean era 

Dissolution of monasteries 
AD 1642 AD 1603 AD 1485 AD 1750 

The Early Modern period 

Timeline 

AD 1485 - Battle of Bosworth Field and defeat of Richard  
     III by Henry Tudor 

AD 1496 - John Cabot given patent to find land in New  
     World, following its discovery by Columbus 

AD 1509 - Death of Henry VII at Richmond Palace 

AD 1517 - Protestant Reformation begun under Martin  
     Luther 

AD 1534 - Act of Supremacy declared Henry VIII head of  
     the Church of England 

AD 1536-39 - Dissolution of the Monasteries 

AD 1537 - Work on Henry VIII’s palaces at Oatlands and    
     Nonsuch begun 

AD 1545 - The warship Mary Rose sinks in the Solent 

AD 1555 - Public burning of almost 300 Protestants begun 

AD 1559 - Act of Uniformity made Protestantism official faith in  
     England and Elizabeth Supreme Head of the Church  

AD 1560-1650 - The ‘Great Rebuilding’ of a number of rural  
     buildings  

AD 1584 - Sir Walter Raleigh establishes colony of Roanoke in  
     Virginia 

AD 1591 - Shakespeare’s first play, Henry VI part 1, is written 

AD 1601 - Poor Law introduced 

AD 1605 - Gunpowder Plot 

AD 1611 - King James Bible is published  

c. AD 1630 - Rise of Epsom Spa 

AD 1642-59 - Civil War and Commonwealth 

AD 1665 - The Great Plague, last of the major bubonic  
     plague epidemics, kills around 100,000 people 

AD 1666 - Great Fire of London 

AD 1701 - War of Spanish Succession begins 

AD 1707 - Act of Union between England and Scotland 
 

 

Some further sources 

Spring, L. and D. Hall (2002) Farnham in the Civil War and Commonwealth 

Heather, P. (2009) The History of Farnham Park 

Hunt, R. (2002) Hidden Depths: an archaeological exploration of Surrey’s Past 

Parratt, J. (1999) Farnham Past 

Historic England publications (many intro guides as online PDFs) -  
     historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/   

AD 1558 

GEORGIANS 
Restoration 

AD 1714 

Civil War & Commonwealth 

Artwork by Victor Ambrus 

Hampton Court Palace, 

Middx., begun in AD 1515 

Sort the different religious ideas 
held by Catholics and Protestants 
in the Elizabethan period 

16th-17th century clothier’s shears (left) and 16th century 
carved bench end from St Margaret’s, Spaxton, Somerset 
which shows a cloth-worker or fuller surrounded by the 
cloth-finishing tools of his trade (right) 

TUDORS 
Early Tudor period Elizabethan era 

AD 1660 
Start of Industrial Revolution Great rebuilding 

Caroline era Civil War & Protectorate 

STUARTS 
Farnham & District 

Museum Society 

Surrey                          

Archaeological 

Society 

Other links   
Farnham & District Museum Society - www.farnhammuseumsociety.org.uk 

The Farnham Society - farnhamsociety.org.uk  
Farnham Castle - www.farnhamcastle.com 

Surrey History Centre - www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/history-centre 

Surrey Heritage (Exploring Surrey’s Past) - www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk 

Wrecclesham History project - wreccleshamhistory.wordpress.com 

Hale History project - www.halehistoryproject.co.uk 
Rural Life Centre - rural-life.org.uk 
Guildford Museum - guildford.gov.uk/museum 
Curtis & Aldershot Military Museum - www.hampshireculture.org.uk 

 

http://www.farnhammaltings.com/museum
http://www.surreyarchaeology.org.uk
http://www.farnham.gov.uk/hiddenheritage
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