
Saxon 
Farnham 

the Saxon period? 
The introduction of the Saxons and Vikings to the Key Stage 2 
primary history curriculum brings with it a broad range of topics 
for study, some of which – such as religion and ethnicity – are   
particularly complex and can lead to in-depth discussions. 
Whether the early ‘pagan’ burials, gold and garnet brooches or 
intricately carved crosses, the wealth of visual material for    
inspiring lessons – particularly Art, Drama and English – is not 
lacking. Yet, it is easy to fall into stereotypes of the period where 
society collapses after the Roman withdrawal and the next few 
hundred years are ones of burning, plunder and warfare. Lessons 
on both Saxon and Viking society are best developed around 
object-based learning and the discipline of archaeology, which 
can help children conceptualize aspects such as settlement, trade 
and technology in order to place the period into better context.  

Suggested sources (a good internet search will result in more!) 
Historic England’s educational resources - historicengland.org.uk/ 

     services-skills/education (includes teaching activities and classroom  
     resources, such as an immersive interactive timeline) 

Jorvik Viking Centre - www.jorvikvikingcentre.co.uk/education/classroom- 

     resources/ 
The National Archives - www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-   

     and-resources/  

Young Archaeologists’ Club - www.yac-uk.org 

Local loans boxes are also available from the Museum, Surrey 
Archaeological Society and Surrey County Archaeological Unit  

 

Want to learn about  Find out more about Farnham’s unique past 

The Museum of Farnham is an accredited and award-
winning museum situated within the Georgian Grade 
I-listed Willmer House. Within its local studies library 
and stores it holds the largest collection of archives 
from the area, and it runs temporary exhibitions and 
events throughout the year, including the regular  
lecture series organised by the Museum Society. 

www.farnhammaltings.com/museum 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Much of what we know about Farnham’s early past 
comes from the work of local archaeologists in the 
Surrey Archaeological Society, who run fieldwork and 
heritage outreach projects in the Farnham area,     
including the community dig Finding Farnham. 

www.surreyarchaeology.org.uk 

Other links   
Farnham & District Museum Society - www.farnhammuseumsociety.org.uk 

The Farnham Society - farnhamsociety.org.uk  
Surrey History Centre - www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/history-centre 

Surrey Heritage (Exploring Surrey’s Past) - www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk 

Wrecclesham History project - wreccleshamhistory.wordpress.com 

Hale History project - www.halehistoryproject.co.uk 
Rural Life Centre - rural-life.org.uk 

Butser Ancient Farm - www.butserancientfarm.co.uk 

Guildford Museum - guildford.gov.uk/museum 
Curtis & Aldershot Military Museum - www.hampshireculture.org.uk 

 

Artwork by Victor Ambrus 

Weaving 

Although weaving is a craft which was well-known  
throughout Farnham’s history, it is the one industry which 
we can safely associate with its Saxon heritage, due to the 
loom weights found in the huts at Firgrove. 

The weaving industry in Saxon England was 
considerable for its time. Not only women, 
but likely men as well participated in cloth-
making. Wool – or raw flax – would need to 
first be spun into yarn, which was then dyed 
or bleached before being woven into cloth. 
Although most plants when used as natural 
dyes resulted in a yellowish hue, we know 
from sources such as the Venerable Bede 
that shells, roots and other additives resulted 
in a beautiful and wide colour palette.  

Though many of the tools and materials 
which would have been used do not often 
survive in the archaeology – being of wood 
or fibre – items of bone, stone or clay are more durable and 
usually our main evidence for the craft. Very rarely, artistic 
depictions – such as manuscript drawings or stone sculpture 
– also allow us a glimpse into the technology of the time.  

Yarn was woven into cloth on a loom, the most common 
type of which was a warp-weighted loom, although two-
beam looms were known as well. The warp-weighted loom 
stood vertically with the warp threads hanging down and 
pulled tight by rows of clay loom weights. The two layers of 
warp threads were held apart by a shaft called a ‘heddle’, 

which when moved created a ‘shed’ 
through which the ‘weft’ (the      
tranverse warp yarns) was passed. 
Whilst a single heddle made the 
most simple ‘tabby’ weave, several 
heddles could result in complicated 
‘twill’ and ‘herringbone’ patterns. 

Spinning wool with 
a drop spindle © 
Regia Anglorum 

Hidden Heritage 
 

 A local archaeological & heritage     

  guide to Farnham’s buried past 

Farnham & District 
Museum Society 
 

Surrey                          
Archaeological 
Society 
 

For more information, images and pdfs of leaflets visit 
www.farnham.gov.uk/hiddenheritage 
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farnhamofficial 

Sutton Hoo Mound 2, 
Suff., c. AD 575-625 

Activity ideas: 

AD 410 - 1066 

By the Late Roman period, the high cost of maintaining the 
army had put both society and the economy under a large 
amount of pressure, only increasing in the civil wars which 
followed and culminating in the ‘barbarian’ threat when    
Britain was told to look to its defences. In response to the 
threatening invaders, Saxon foederati were called in to aid the 
Britons, but eventually rebelled and over the next century 
came to control much of what we now know as England. 

The transition between the end of the Roman era and the  
beginning of the Saxon invasions is a particularly hazy period 
in history, with archaeology suggesting towns in decline,    
disused villas and end of industry and mass pottery            
production. Contact between the Romans and Saxons           
newcomers frequently took place however, and evidence –
including from placenames, fashions and settlement –        
indicates much continuity between periods.  

Although early Saxon settlement in south-west Surrey is    
generally sparse, upon the formation of the kingdom of    
Wessex in the 6th century – whose capital was at Winchester – 
and with documentary evidence, helped by the work of      
missionaries such as St Augustine, the picture becomes less 
distorted. Much of the indication for Saxon occupation in the 
area comes from placenames, including Oakhanger (‘a sloping 
wood of oaks’), Frensham (‘Frena’s ham’ or ‘home’) and  
Farnham itself (‘enclosure within the ferns’). 

Early Saxon Middle Saxon 

SAXON KINGDOMS 

Viking invasions Danish kings rule 
AD 450 AD 410 

Late Saxon 

 SAXON/ENGLISH KINGS 

AD 924 AD 1066 

Warp-weighted loom with clay loom weights pulling 
the threads taut with their weight (Penelope Walton 
Rogers Cloth and Clothing) 

The Saxon Period 

Timeline 

AD 410 - Sack of Rome by the Visigoths and withdrawal  
     of Rome from Britain 

c. AD 449 - Landing of Hengist and Horsa in Kent and  
     beginning of Saxon invasions 

c. AD 477 - Founding of Kingdom of Sussex by Saxon  
     warlord Aelle 

c. AD 495 - Founding of Wessex kingdom under Cedric 

c. 540 - Writing of the ‘Ruin of Britain’ under Gildas 

AD 597 - Mission of St Augustine who founded a       
     monastery at Canterbury  

AD 664 - Synod of Whitby 

AD 731 - Bede completes his Ecclesiastical History of the  
     English People 

c. AD 760 - Construction of Offa’s Dyke between  
     England and Wales begins 

AD 793 - Beginning of Viking invasions with the raiding  
     of Lindisfarne 

AD 871 - Battle of Reading in which Aethelred and his  
     brother Alfred fail to capture the Viking-held town 

AD 891 - The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is begun  

AD 893 - Battle of Farnham between West Saxon and  
     Viking armies 

AD 900-970 - English kings crowned at Kingston 

AD 910-920 - Guildford becomes a town 

AD 1002 - St Brice’s Day Massacre in which Aethelred  
     orders the killing of Danes living in England   

AD 1016-1042 - Danish kings rule, first under Sweyn  
     Forkbeard, causing Aethelred to flee to Normandy 

AD 1066 - Death of Edward the Confessor which results  
     in the Norman Conquest 
AD 1086 - Great Domesday Survey is undertaken 
 

 

Some further sources 

Allen, M. and D. Rudling (2019) Archaeology and Land-use of South-east  
     England to 1066 

Hunt, R. (2002) Hidden Depths: an archaeological exploration of Surrey’s Past 

Poulton, R. (1990) Saxon Secrets in Surrey 

Historic England publications (many intro guides as online PDFs) -  
     historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/   

Compose 
your own 
Viking saga 

Saxon invasions Christian conversion 

TRANSITION 

http://www.farnhammaltings.com/museum
http://www.surreyarchaeology.org.uk
http://www.farnham.gov.uk/hiddenheritage


 

L
en

gt
h

 3
.5

 k
m

 
D

u
ra

ti
o

n
 a

p
p

ro
x.

 1
.5

-2
 

h
o

u
rs

 

E
as

y 
le

v
el

 o
f 

d
if

fi
cu

lt
y 

 
E

a
rl

y
 S

a
x
o

n
 s

e
tt

le
m

e
n

t 
a
t 

F
ir

g
ro

ve
 

O
n

ly
 o

n
e 

si
te

 i
n

 F
ar

n
h

am
 i
s 

k
n

o
w

n
 t

o
 b

e 
o

f 
E

ar
ly

 S
ax

o
n

 
d

at
e 

–
 t

h
e 

F
ir

gr
o

v
e 

p
it

 b
et

w
ee

n
 t

h
e 

R
iv

er
 W

ey
 a

n
d

  
  
 

F
ar

n
h

am
 s

ta
ti

o
n

 –
 w

h
ic

h
 w

as
 u

n
co

v
er

ed
 d

u
ri

n
g 

gr
av

el
-

d
ig

gi
n

g 
in

 1
9
2
4
. 
A

 l
o

w
-l

yi
n

g 
si

te
 c

lo
se

 t
o

 t
h

e 
ri

v
er

, 
th

is
 a

re
a 

is
 p

re
su

m
ed

 t
o

 b
e 

th
e 

ge
n

er
al

 l
o

ca
ti

o
n

 o
f 

ea
rl

y 
S
ax

o
n

  
 

se
tt

le
m

en
t 

in
 F

ar
n

h
am

, 
p

o
ss

ib
ly

 s
p

re
ad

in
g
-o

u
t 

to
 w

h
er

e 
S
t 

A
n

d
re

w
’s

 c
h

u
rc

h
 i
s 

n
o

w
. 

A
lt

h
o

u
gh

 n
o

 p
la

n
s 

w
er

e 
ev

er
 d

ra
w

n
 a

s 
re

co
rd

, 
se

v
er

al
  

S
ax

o
n

-t
yp

e 
h

u
ts

 o
r 

su
n

k
en

 f
ea

tu
re

d
 b

u
il
d

in
gs

 –
 k

n
o

w
n

 a
s 

gr
ub

en
ha

us
er

 –
 w

er
e 

d
is

co
v
er

ed
. 
O

n
e,

 w
h

ic
h

 w
as

 p
h

o
to

gr
ap

h
ed

 w
h

ile
  

b
ei

n
g 

ex
ca

v
at

ed
, 
su

gg
es

ts
 a

 w
id

th
 o

f 
ab

o
u
t 

fo
u
r 

m
et

re
s 

an
d
 a

 f
lo

o
r 

w
it

h
 

cu
rv

ed
 s

id
es

 a
b

o
u
t 

h
al

f 
a 

m
et

er
 l
o

w
er

 t
h

an
 t

h
e 

gr
o

u
n

d
 s

u
rf

ac
e.

 T
h

es
e 

h
u
ts

 w
er

e 
ge

n
er

al
ly

 u
se

d
 a

s 
d

w
el

lin
gs

 a
n

d
 f

o
r 

d
o

m
es

ti
c 

ac
ti

v
it

ie
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

  
  

w
ea

v
in

g 
–
 w

h
ic

h
 w

e 
k
n

o
w

 f
ro

m
 l
o

o
m

 w
ei

gh
ts

 c
o

m
m

o
n

ly
 f

o
u
n

d
 w

it
h

in
 –

 
an

d
 o

th
er

 f
in

d
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

p
o

tt
er

y 
d

at
e 

th
em

 t
o

 t
h

e 
6
th

 o
r 

7
th

 c
en

tu
ry

. 

1 
 M

ap
 o

f 
th

e 
F

ir
gr

o
ve

 s
it

e,
 

w
h

o
se

 l
ev

el
 w

as
  

lo
w

er
ed

 b
y 

o
v
er

 t
h
re

e 
m

et
re

s 
as

 t
h
e 

re
su

lt
 o

f 
gr

av
el

-d
ig

gi
n

g 
(A

 
S

ur
ve

y 
of

 t
he

 P
re

hi
st

or
y 

 o
f 
th

e 
F

ar
nh

am
 D

is
tr

ic
t,
 A

 W
 G

 
L

o
w

th
er

) 
 

1 
 

3
  

A
n

gl
o

-S
ax

o
n

 C
h

ro
n

ic
le

 f
.1

6
v
 c

. 
1
0
9
9
, C

am
b
ri

d
ge

, 
C

o
rp

u
s 

C
h
ri

st
i 
C

o
lle

ge
, M

S
 1

7
3
: 
T

h
e 

P
ar

k
er

 C
h

ro
n
-

ic
le

 ©
  
  

M
as

te
r 

an
d

 F
el

lo
w

s 
o

f 
C

o
rp

u
s 

C
h

ri
st

i 
C

o
lle

ge
, C

am
b
ri

d
ge

 (
C

re
at

iv
e 

C
o

m
m

o
n

) 

S
a

x
o
n

 
F

a
rn

h
a

m
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